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Why co-creation with children is so important @ ACU
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Children’s participation in research @ AC U
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Children’s perception of safety

Growing interest in children’s
safety (particularly from abuse)
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Not much literature outside
OOHC and schools

CHILD & FAMILY
SOCIAL WORK

doiz10.1111/.1365-2206.2012.00862.x

‘If kids don't feel safe they don’t do anything’: young
people’s views on seeking and receiving help from
Children’s Social Care Services in England
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Focus groups for co-creation

Using a co-creation focus group
method, youth-serving organisations
can develop stakeholder groups of
young people to understand their
perceptions of safety issues specific
to their services and locations.
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One task we use in our focus
groups in the ‘Worry Matrix™
*Acknowledgement to Dr Tim Moore who first used the worry Matrix in ICPS
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Locally-collected data QACU
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; : « Some organisations are making changes to
GO'?g \i\.”th gut their policy and practice based off what they
eeling think wouid work

Using
evidence- « Some organisations are making
based changes based off evidence and
research

research

_ * Some organisations are collecting
Using locally- data from their stakeholders to base
collected data changes off
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Analysis of children’s views/data 6 ACU
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Researchers can also

conduct thematic analysis ppp;
to support the identification At
of concerning dynamics,
environments, relationships,
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This can lead to reports for
clients, or publications of
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re S e arC h people’s perceptions of safety in gsace

religious and other faith-based settings

Douglas Russell' ® and Daryl Higgins'

Abstract

Media reports and government enquiries have shone a spotlight on institutional child sexual abuse (CSA) globally, With youth-
serving organizations seeking to identify how to improve policies and procedures developed to protect children, a gap exists in
research and organizational quality assurance procedures. A new tool is needed to measure the capability of workers to
implement and support effective child-safeguarding policies and practices. To address this, our aim was to develop the
Safeguarding Capabilities in Preventing Child Sexual Abuse Scale. Participants (n = 345) from a range of youth-serving sectors
in Australia answered 128 questions. Using exploratory factor analysis to assess the underlying factor structure and refine the
item pool, items loaded onto four factors. Reliability coefficients ranged from .68 to 95. Results showed that knowledge, attitudes,
self-efficacy to take action, and awareness are all key capabilities related to creating conditions of safety for children and young
people and preventing CSA in youth-serving organizations

Keywords
child sexual abuse, exploratory factor analysis, conditions of safety, organizations, public health

8 | Institute of Child Protection Studies, ACU



How are children’s views used? @ ACU
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Scenarios

We have also used children and
young people’s views collected
through our research project and
converted findings into a set of
scenarios describing unsafe
situations with an adult and/or peer,
then animated and used within the
Children’s Safety Survey.
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Conclusions QACQ

The co-creation of vignettes related to child sexual abuse
and safety with young people through a research
methodology has

« supported data collection to improve practice at the
organisational level.

* helped develop scenarios for empirical research

« supported changes to organisations’ safeguarding policy
and practice by using locally-collected data from their
stakeholders.
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Questions and contact detalls

Contact

Douglas Russell

Children’s Safety Studies Manager
P: (03) 9230 8398

E: ICPS@acu.edu.au

W: www.acu.edu/icps

Address
Level 1, 232 Victoria Parade
East Melbourne Victoria 3003
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